 I Timothy
Introduction

Timothy was the Apostle Paul’s protégé.  Paul met Timothy while on his second missionary journey in Lystra, a small town in the area known as Galatia.  By the writing of this letter, Timothy had been left by Paul to pastor the church of the Ephesians. 
 I &II Timothy and Titus are referred to as the Pastoral Epistles because they include much in the way of practical instruction regarding the functioning of the local church.  The epistle also emphasizes taking a strong stand against false doctrine, the purpose of the law with respect to salvation and the place of women, pastors and deacons in the church.  The book finishes by teaching the proper response toward widows, elders, masters, false teachers, money and godliness.
I Timothy 1

Paul fought a constant battle against the false teachings that plagued the early church.  The roots of many of those found within Christendom today can be traced to the same issues the early church dealt with.  Paul knew that Timothy was already grounded in the truth so he doesn’t go into great detail but rather encourages Timothy to lead in the battle in settling common doctrinal and procedural issues already plaguing the believers of the day.
False Doctrine and Grace 1:3-20
This is often the unspoken battle being waged for the hearts and minds of people today.

1. How does Paul instruct Timothy to deal with false teachers? (v3)



2. How did Paul ask Timothy to act? (v4-5)



3. What were these false teachers teaching? (v4,7-10)




4. In your own words, what is the glorious gospel? (v11)




5. Paul gives his testimony in vv12-16.  In describing his conversion, he sets himself up as an example of what? Also, define the words mercy and grace.





6. What instructions did Paul give Timothy regarding the need to “war a good warfare? (vv18-20)


I Timothy 2
Paul begins his instruction by emphasizing the need for prayer and then explains the quiet and peaceable and godly place of women in the order and authority of the church. Paul’s reasoning throughout this book is applicable for men and women both within and without the church. 

Prayer
1. Paul first strongly encourages prayer for all men and then for all that are in authority. As you read 1 Tim 2:1-8, what are the two main reasons Paul give for praying?



2. Explain the kind prayers we are to make for everyone: 
Supplication -

Prayers -

Intercession - 

Thanks - 


3. 1 Tim2:4-6
Is it God’s desire that anyone be left out of heaven?

What does a mediator do?

To whom did Jesus give himself a ransom for?


4. Can you think of anyone in authority that you can pray for?  If the two main reasons for prayer Paul gave in this section were answered with respect to this person, what might the effect on your life, your children’s life, and possibly the world be?





5. In his final instruction regarding prayer, what is the significance of holy hands, without wrath and without doubting?



6. If everyone prayed like you, how much prayer would be taking place?
Women
In 1 Tim 2:9-15 Paul explains the concepts of leading a quiet and godly life for women in the church.  The central purpose and focus in believers coming together is that of worshipping the Lord.  
Apparently this was being disrupted by some of the women in the church through there appearance, attitudes, and seizing their opportunity to exercise authority outside of the bounds of their personal freedom in Christ.  
It must be noted that in Roman and Greek culture, women were legal property and could be treated as such.  The sudden freedom and opportunity that Christianity provided these women was being overstepped and causing disruption within the church and its worship of Christ.


1. Paul first discussed their apparel.  Why do you think he ties the concept of leading a peaceable and godly life with the way that some were adorning themselves? Can this be applied to men as well?





2. When you read vv 9-10, what are the contrasts being set before you?





3. In order to properly understand the ideas conveyed in the words silence and subjection, they must be defined biblically.  The word for silence is translated “peaceable” in v.2, and means, at peace, stillness – as in quietness.  Subjection means to “line up under”.  Compare 1 Tim 6:1, Eph 5:21, Eph 6:1-3, Gal 3:28, Rom 13:1, 1 Pet 2:13, I Pet 5:5a.  Explain what submission means in each of these verses.






4. 1 Tim 2:12 – says that women are not to have (NKJV) or not to usurp (KJV) authority of over men. What do think this means?



5. Chapter 2 finishes with reasoning from the Spirit of God as to why these things are established this way by God.




I Timothy 3
Leadership – This was an important issue for the church in Paul’s day as well as ours.  In the life of a congregation, knowing and applying what is taught in this passage can come up many times. Wrong leadership can lead to external reproach and internal failure in the lives of both the leaders and laity.  


1. The qualifications of pastors and deacons seem to be pretty straight forward.  Which characteristic do you believe is the most important and why?






2. Should a man’s personal testimony of his call from God into the ministry supersede the qualifications Paul gave the church?




3. Should the congregation consider the wife of a potential leader before making its decision?



4. What might happen if a church disregards these qualifications when choosing their leadership?





5. Why can’t we just pray and trust that God will send us the right person?



6. God is looking for leaders – if you desire to lead, what characteristic(s) are you going to work on in your life?  











I Timothy 4
Doctrines of demons, false teachings and teachers have plagued the church since its beginning.  The New Testament contains much regarding this issue because the Lord knows that it will never go away and as we approach the end times it will permeate the church at large.  Two important truths stand out in this chapter which will help us stand strong in our own lives which in turn strengthen the church – Godliness and sound Bible doctrine.


1. Review Eph 4:2 and Col 3:13.  What does the word forbearing (KJV) mean?




2. How does our culture’s view of tolerance differ from that of the Bible?






3. Departing from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons.  As you read 4:1-3, does the word of God give us any hints (2) as to what these things are? 



4. You may have heard the expression, play the hypocrite.  What is a hypocrite trying to do?



5. How would one go about searing their conscience with a hot iron?




6. How would one go about exercising themselves unto godliness?




7. The contrasts in I Tim 4 could revolve around the idea of nourishment (v6).  The false teachers wanted to teach doctrines that led to death while the Spirit teaches doctrines that lead to life.  List the things that produce and reflect a godly life (non-hypocritical) in 4:3-4, 6-8, 12-16. 



I Timothy 5
This chapter leads us to another area where Timothy would need guidance as a pastor.  He would need guidance in dealing with those who were his senior, those younger than he, and widows young and old.
1. What challenges do you think the Apostle Paul is thinking of when he instructs Timothy to not rebuke an older man?  What issue might Timothy face with younger men?



2. The aspect of character is Timothy being told to hit regarding older and younger women?




3. I Tim 5:3 and 5:17 each use the word honor.  Honor those who are widows “indeed”, really widows.  5:17 says let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.  In each case, what does it mean to “honor”?





4. Under what conditions was the church required to support or not support a widow?  Is the widow in 5:3 different than the widow in 5:9 (does putting on the roll indicate financial support, or something else)?





5. 5:11-15 What were the younger widows to do, and why?



6. I Tim 5:19 is true for all believers.  Why do you think Timothy is given a special reminder regarding the older believer’s in the church?



7. When you consider elders, widows, and elders who have sinned publicly, what does it mean to Timothy that he “observe these things without preferring one before another…” 1 Tim 5:21



8. Why was Timothy instructed to not lay hands on any man suddenly (hastily)?





9. Timothy struggled with stomach problems – whether they were from bad water or a physical problem we are not told.  One thing we do know is that Paul did not jump to the conclusion that his issue was due to over work, stress, misplaced priorities, or a spiritual problem. Paul knew Timothy well and suggested the “antacid” of the day,  a little wine.  What does this say about our reliance, or over reliance on medication today?  What does it say about Paul’s gift of healing?






10. How does the expression “time will tell” apply to 5:24-25?




I Timothy 6
The Apostle Paul concludes this epistle on the subjects of masters and slaves, money and godliness. Each of these represents similar pitfalls for the believer – to be content in Christ or not.

1. What are some common temptations the world, the flesh and the devil present before all believers? I Cor 10:13





2. Was the slavery in the New Testament era the same as the slavery practiced by early America?




3. Compare I Tim 6:1-2 with Eph 6:9.  What kind of relationship emerges between masters and slaves?



4. If any man… teach otherwise, uses unwholesome words, rejects sound doctrine, disputes over words, creates strife and evil surmising (always challenging what the word of God says in order to promote their view), is destitute of the truth, perverted in their reasoning, uses the ministry for monetary gain or builds bigger as proof of their spirituality.  What was Paul’s advice with respect to such people?




5. What should your attitude toward material gain be?


6. What should your attitude toward a lack of gain be?



7. We have been blessed in America with many material things.  How do you know if your attitude is right or wrong?



8. Flee these… Follow after…  Fight…  What was Timothy to flee, what was he to follow after, and what was he to fight for?  6:11-12 cf. vv. 4-6, 9-10


9. What two “charges” did Paul give Timothy in 6:13-17




10. What do you think it means to lay hold on eternal life? (6:12, 19)





11. Thinking through Paul’s final charge to Timothy in 6:20-21, what was committed to Timothy’s trust?
