 Introduction to Isaiah

1. When was his ministry?



2. What kings reigned in Israel and Judah during his ministry?




3. Where there any contemporary prophets?




4. What kingdom was ruling the world at this time?



5. Which kingdom would come to shortly after Isaiah’s death?



6. Who are considered the northern and southern kingdoms?



7. With what temptations did Israel and Judah struggle in dealing with other nations?



8. What happened to Israel during Isaiah’s lifetime?



9. How did Isaiah die?



What are the themes in Isaiah?

1-35 – The Judgment of God on His Faithless Servant
 - Judah and Israel
 - other nations
 - the tribulation (Judgment, Armageddon, the Messiah, the Millennium

36-39 – An Historical Interlude (Hezekiah, Assyria, Babylon)

40-66 – The Comfort of God through His Faithful Servant
  - peace after judgment (dealing with sin)
 - the faithful servant
 - the salvation 
 - the restoration of Israel
- the kingdom of God

Bible

66 Books

39 Books in Old

Testament

27 Books in New

Testament

Book of Isaiah

66 Chapters

39 Chapters on LAW, the

Government of God

27 Chapters on GRACE



10. What do we know about the Messiah from Isaiah?



11. Well known passages ( the most quoted Old Testament book in the New Testament)
1:18
6:1,8
7:14
9:2
9:6-7
11:1-2
14:12-14
53:1-7
61:1-2

Isaiah 1 – The Lords Indictment of Judah

1. Would you consider God a “successful” father to the nation of Israel? Is yes, how so?  If not, why?




2. What illustrations does God use in Isaiah 1:2-8 to picture Judah? 







3. What does it mean when God compares the nation to Sodom and Gomorrah? Isa 1:9-10



4. How does God describe their worship? Isa 1:11-15






5. What does he ask them to do? Isa 1: 16-16



6. What does he offer them? Isa 1:18-19



7. What is at stake?  Isa: 1:10



8. List the contrasts in Isa 1:21-23





9. What does God say he will do to the nation?  Isa 1:24-27   When will these events occur?






10. What does God say he will do to those who rebel?  Isa 1:28-31

Isaiah 2 – The Hope of the Future, the Hedonism of the Day, the Day of the Lord


1. What did Isaiah see concerning future of the nation? Isa 2:2-4

What will people do?

Where will the house of God be?

How will the world react?

Has this happened yet?


2. God asks them to walk in the light of the Lord but what did the people follow after? Isa 2:5-9




3. Why did Isaiah say of the one who bows down and the one who humbles himself – forgive them not?



4. Isa 2:10,19 picture what future event?  Does the context of Isa 2:10-22 support your answer?



5. Isa 2:11,17 describe a lofty look, and the haughtiness of men.  What do you think this refers to?



6. God says those who exalt themselves will be? Isa 2:11,17



7. Referring back to question #2 – what nation does this remind you of?



8. Isa 2:12 speaks of the “day of the Lord”.  According to Isa 2:19-21, what will men do?



9. What will happen to the Lord alone in the day of the Lord? Isa 2:11,17



10. What is the “day of the Lord” 
Isa 2:12; 13:6,9; 34:8
Jeremiah 46:10
Lam 2:22
Ezek 13:5, 30:3
Joel 1:15; 2:1,11,31;3:14
Amos 5:8,20
Obadiah 1:15
Zeph 1:7,8,14,18; 2:2,3 – Zech 14:1; Mal 4:5


Isaiah 3 – The Lord Giveth and the Lord Taketh Away

1. In Isaiah 2 the people were trusting in material items and idols – materialism is a form of idolatry itself. In Isa 3:1-3, what is the Lord taking away?




2. In Isa 3:4-5,8-12 what is the Lord giving them?






3. Verses 6-7 illustrate the awful state of affairs as God judges.  A family member who still has means is asked to help, but refuses to do so.  The KJV uses the word healer in 3:7, others translate it physician. The literal meaning is one who “binds” up.  What would it mean if a doctor looked at your disease and said, “I can’t help you”?





4. Of what crimes are the rulers and the rich accused of in Isa 3:13-15?




5. How did the women of Judah exhibit their haughtiness?  What did they think they were exhibiting? Isa 3:16-23





6. What did the Lord say would happen to the women? To the men?  To the nation?  Isa 3:23-26





7. Isa 4:1 fits better the day of judgment occurring in Isa 3.  What must have come true in order for this situation to occur?


Isaiah 4 – There’s a Light at the End of the Tunnel


1. Isa 4:2 – who is this “branch”?
Who is the “Branch” of the Lord? (Isa 11:1, Jer 23:5; 33:15; Zec3:8, 6:12)




2. Of what time does Isa 4:3-6 speak of?




3. What do Isa 4:4 and Daniel 9:24 have in common?





4. What in the world is the Lord promising in Isa 4:5?





Isaiah 5 – Sowing and Woeing, Bowing and Broken

1. Isa 5:1-7 speak metaphorically of whom?  Describe the implied comparison?







2. How does this section in Isaiah compare with John 15:1-8?  What does God promise you in John’s metaphor?







3. Woe #1 – Isa 5: 8-10 – Who is condemned and why?





4. Woe #2 – Isa: 11-17 – Who is condemned? How are they living? This type of behavior brought about national destruction (v13) and personal destruction (v14). As a result, what place is “licking its chops” in anticipation?






5. Woe #3 – Isa 5:18-19 – Who is condemned?  What are they doing in v18?  What is their challenge in v19?





6. Woe #4 – Isa 5:20 – What beliefs do you think caused this kind of behavior? Can you think of one example of this that applies to today?





7. Woe #5 – Isa 5:21 – Describe what God is condemning.




8. Woe #6 – Isa 5:22-25 – Of what profession are those in v22?




9. Isa 5:26-30 – What two pictures does Isaiah use to describe the nation that would conquer Israel ?  How is their approach described?  How does v29 their ultimate conquest?



Isaiah 6 – The Call of Isaiah

1. In what year did King Uzziah die?  Who was he king over? Cf. II Kings 15:1-7; II Chron 26)





2. Research the meaning of seraphim.  Cf. rev 4:6-8.  Why would they have such a description? 





3. What did Isaiah recognize about himself?






4. What did God do for him?




5. Isaiah responds to God’s call.  In Isa 6:9-11 – What was the response to Isaiah’s message? For how long would they respond like this?






6. What is pictured of the nation in Isa 6:13?

Isaiah 7 – A Conspiracy, A Confirmation, A Conquering



1. Who are the players?
Ahaz – King of Judah – religious, wicked, idolatrous, caused his son to pass through the fire
Rezin – King of Syria – tail of a smoking firebrand
Pekah – Son of Remaliah, King of Israel (Ephraim) – tail of a smoking firebrand
Isaiah – the prophet
Shearjashub – Isaiah's son (meaning, a remnant will return)
Tabeal -  (the man Rezin and Pekah want to make king in Jerusalem – his name means God is good, or pleasing to God)



2. The situation
Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah have conspired to go up against Jerusalem and take that city. They want to vex it, set up Tabeal to be it's king



3. God's reaction
Huh uh.  It isn't going to happen. Instead he says within 65 years, the northern 10 tribes (Israel) would be broken – having been taken captive by Assyria and their land resettled by foreigners. God did offer them a option – believe, place their trust God again.

God's offers to give Ahaz a sign – but Ahaz in his hypocritical piety – says no thank you,  I will not tempt God

What was the sign for?
To prove to Ahaz that Jerusalem would not be over thrown. 

Why do you think God would make this wicked king an offer like this? (Ahaz's intentions II Kings 16:7) 
Since this is a reference to the virgin born son of God, Immanuel would mean that God was protecting them. 

Did Rezin and Pekah do any damage when they came?
II Chronicles 28

Isaiah 7:17 – says that the judgment would be ...even the king of Assyria (Tiglath-peleser)
Why do you think God mentions him?

When you consider Ahaz's life, what did he want?
What was he offered and what did he get?

What do you see in this passage that is applicable to today?
Rebellion brings chastisement, the long suffering of God is salvation
What can you use personally?


Isaiah 8 – Time is on my side

In Chapter 7, Isaiah spoke directly with Ahaz about the coming judgment on Israel and God's protection of Judah through the sign of Immanuel.  In Chapter 8, it appears the Isaiah informs Ahaz a second time but this time by writing it down as a witness that he was told.  God's desire through all of this is that Ahaz and the people would trust Him and not other nations.

1. What does Maher-shalal-hash-baz mean?



2. To whom did this refer?



3. Compare Isaiah 7:16 and Isaiah 8:4.  According to 7:14 – how long would it be until Israel was taken away into captivity by Assyria? According to 8:4 – how long would it be until the countries north of Israel would be conquered by Assyria?  So, if Damascus fell to Assyria in 732B.C., when would Ahaz see the written word of God fulfilled?



4. If the people of Judah doubted that Assyria would take them captive (after all they had the temple, they had the priesthood, they were God's people, they were not as wicked as Israel, ad nauseum)what two signs did God put in their midst to make sure they didn't forget? (hint: 8:18)




5. God called upon Judah to put their trust in His word. How important is it to God that you trust his word? (Ps 138:2)


Isaiah 9 – A Light in the Darkness

Isaiah 9 continues to speak about the judgment coming to the northern 10 tribes (Israel).  The sign of the Messiah is a light in the darkness both at this point for those living in the north (there is a reason to hope) as well as those who will be living when Messiah comes. He will be the Light of the World. Then Isaiah speaks again of the darkness coming to the north. 

1. Who was President of the United States in 1859?


2. What does he have to do with today, or this lesson?



3. According to Isaiah 9:1-2 a light shines in the future to whom?  Did they exist at this time?



4. 9:6 requires that a very unique event occur.  What do you think it is?



5. In 9:6-7, who is this?  How long will he rule?  Where will he rule from? 


6. What were the people going to say when their homes and cities were destroyed?  What this the result God desired?


7. What was God's reaction to the peoples reaction? (9:12,17,21; 10:4)



8. 9:19-21.  How bad does it get?



9. 10:1-4  It's a familiar scene – 2 men have battled fist to fist.  One man continually beats down the other man, who then continues to get up for more.  Finally, the beaten one lays underneath the victor, whose fist stays poised to strike again at any further act of defiance.
Who pictures who?



10. What can you take away from this?  Will you trust God, or others?  His word, or the world?



Isaiah10 – What Goes Around Comes Around 


1. Proverbs 10:13 says “In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a  rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding”

Isaiah 10:5 pictures Assyria as God's _________?
And the hypocritical nation (Israel)  are the prey who is tread down like ______ in the streets.


2. By this time it should be obvious that God has raised up Assyria to bring judgment upon the northern 10 tribes (Israel). Isaiah 10:8-14 give us insight into the king of Assyria's heart. After reading those verses, what one word describes this king (Shalmanezer V)?


3. It is worth noting that God describes those who take credit for their own strength in victory are like inanimate objects boasting that they are the source of their own strength. What 3 objects does God compare the king of Assyria to?



4. Isaiah 10:17-19 What does God say he will then turn around and do to Assyria?



5. Isaiah 10:20-21- what hope does God give the people?



6. 10:20-34 – this passage is the parallel passage to Isaiah 8:7-8 where Assyria almost destroys Judah as well.  Assyria – the rod (staff)  in 10:5 is pictured as being stopped how? (10:33)



Isaiah 11- 12 – Thy Rod and thy Staff, they comfort me
 
The Assyrian rod will be broken, but God has another rod in mind for his people.


1. Who do you think is being pictured in 11:1-5? 


2. What specific item could you point to in 11:1-5 to support your conclusion in question #1?




3. 11:4b-11 describe what future time?



4. 11:11 describe a second gathering of God's remnant.  When did the first gathering occur? (think Judah)



12

1. Chapter 12 describes the nations reaction to what occurs in chapter 11.  In that day, Israel will finally react as God wanted them to.  According to verse 12:2 – what is that reaction?


Chapters 13- 14:23 For the Time is Come Babylon

For the time is come that judgment must begin... (I Peter 4:17)

Isaiah chapters 13-23 picture the coming judgment of God against the heathen nations of Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus, Ethiopia, Egypt, Babylon, Edom, Arabia, (Jerusalem – judged like other nations because of their idolatry and rebellion), and Tyre.  

1. Babylon – as you read chapter 13, is this only a local destruction of Babylon or does the context point to something larger all together? What time was the Lord describing when he quoted Isa 13:10 in Matthew 24:29?




2. Who does Isaiah say will conquer Babylon? (17)



3. What will be their weapon of choice? (18)


4. In reference to Babylon, has 13:20 been fulfilled yet?



5. The house of Judah returned after the Babylonian captivity in ~586 B.C. Isa 14:1 speaks of the entire nation (Jacob and Israel) being set back in their land.  Has this occurred yet?



6. Ultimately there is rejoicing when Babylon falls (both then and in the future).  So much so that Israel takes up a song of God's deliverance.   Read carefully 14:9-19.  Who and what is being described?




Isaiah 14:24-18:7

1. Assyria – (Isa 37:21-38 & II Kings 18:13- 19:37) – Who is now King in Jerusalem and what major disaster occurs to Assyria?




2. Philistia – 14:28-32 – the King of Jerusalem was now dead, and the King of Assyria (Shalmanezer V) was about to die. What local country did God warn not to rejoice? 
Where things going to get better or worse for them? (14:29-31)



Moab

3. Isa 15:1-16:14  - Who where the Moabites? (Gen 19:31-38).  Balak was also a Moabite, cf. Num 22. What did Balak as of Balaam in the book of Numbers?   Isaiah chapter 15 describes their destruction. 



4. According to 16:6, what was the sin of Moab? ( After their destruction, Moab refugees were offered asylum by Judah, but because of their______, they rejected the offer.)




5. How long did Isaiah say in 16:14, that Moab had before Assyria destroyed them?


Damascus

6. You might recall from earlier in our study that Ephraim (representing the northern 10 tribes) and Damascus, and Syria, plotted against Judah, the southern 2 tribes.  Does God ever forget how other nations treat his people Israel?  In the midst of this judgment, what do a few people do? (17:7)


Ethiopia

7. Isaiah 18 looks forward to a future time when Ethiopia, like the rest of the world, would bring ________ gifts to the Lord in Jerusalem (18:7)

Isaiah 19:1-23:18


Egypt

1. Chapter 19:1-15 speaks of the soon fall of Egypt. Esarhaddon, the king who came after Sennacherib, conquered Egypt in 671 B.C. 
Egypt ultimately has a bright future (in that day) 16-25:
 - v16 – Egyptians will __________ the Lord
 - v18 – Egypt will speak the language of _________ Canaan and _______ to Lord of hosts.
 - v19 – there will be an _________ to the Lord
 - v20 – the Lord will send them a _________. 
 - v21 – they will do _________ and make a __________ unto the Lord
 - v23-25 the Lord smite Egypt and then _________ heal them.  Assyria, _________, and Israel will all be at peace.



2. Isaiah does a rather strange thing in Chapter 20.  What does he do and why does he do it?




3. Chapter 21 – Isaiah dreams of the destruction of Babylon.  What two combined powers  which  ultimately rule the world together does God say will destroy Babylon? (v2)



4. 21:11-17 speak of the coming judgment against Edom (Dumah, Sier) and Arabia. Review Num 20:14-21 – what did Edom do against Israel? Extra Credit – who was the original “father” of Edom (Gen 36:43), and who is his brother?





5. Isaiah 22 again focuses on not just Judah, but events that occur in Jerusalem. 1-11 describe picture as Sennacherib surrounds the city.  Although God delivered them, what does he say the inhabitants of Jerusalem do and what they have not done? (22:9-11).  in the midst of their sorrow, the inhabitants throw what they think is their last party (22:13).




6. Isaiah 23 depicts the coming judgment of Tyre.  Tyre was a great shipping/shopping center in ancient days, the first T-Mart (v 3) if you will. According to 23:9 they were _______? According to 23:17 they were merchants of fornication will all the nations of the earth.  What does it mean when God says a nation commits fornication with other nations (2 Ch 21:11-13)? Is another religion accusing America of this same sin today?




Isaiah24 – When the music fades ….

Isaiah has pronounced judgment on many of the surrounding nations, most notably those that have in one way or another dealt treacherously with Israel. He now turns his attention to the rest of the world looks toward the tribulation that will overcome the rest of mankind.



1. According to 24:1-3 – who is affected the most by the this judgment?



2. According to 24:5-6, why is this judgment happening?



3. 24:7-13 pictures the ending of all ______________?


4. How many are left after this judgment and what do they do? (24:13-16a)


5. 24:17-22 – the rest of the world...
 - v18 – there is no place of ___________?
 - v20 – the earth staggers like a __________ and trembles like ________ (think camping) in a storm.


6. What does it mean in v23 when the Lord breaks forth and the moon is confounded and the sun ashamed?



Isaiah 25 – 27 – The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our God – cf  Rev 11:15

1. (25) He has done great things!
 - v2 God _______ the city (most likely Babylon – cf Rev18
 - v 4 God has been a ___________ to the poor, a __________ from the storm, a ___________ from the heat
 - v 6 – He will make __________ in the his mountain.
 - 7 God will destroy and remove the __________ and the __________ that is spread over all the nations (what does this mean?)
 - v8 He will wipe away all __________?


2. (26) The people sing unto the Lord and he makes them a promise (v3).  During the Millennium, will all people get saved or not  26:10-11?



3. 26:17-18 – Israel recognized her failure in being whom God wanted her to be.  What event and outcome does Isaiah say they will liken themselves to?



4. What event do you think is being described in 26:20-21?


5. Review 27 – try and summarize this chapter is a few sentences. - the great enemy (Satan) is slain, the Lord will tend to his vineyard (Israel) and it shall flourish.  Babylon has been defeated and he Lord will gather his people from those nations that were her enemies.

Isaiah 28-35   Israel and Assyria, Judah and Egypt, the Messiah and his Kingdom

28

1. In the presence of looming judgment, what are the leaders of Israel likened to? (7-8)


2. Who is being referred to in 28:11?  What is the context of this sign?


3. How does Paul apply this passage in I Corinthians 14:21-22?



4. Why does Isaiah call Israel's covenant with Assyria a covenant with death?



5. What do you think God's strange work (28:21) refers to?



29

1. Isaiah says that Ariel (Jerusalem) will be laid siege (29:3).  What picture of the invading armies destruction does the Lord paint for them (29:7)?



2. What end time battle does this miraculous defeat foreshadow?


3. Isaiah pictures the people as being drunk with sleep and therefore thought the Lord could not see their choice to trust other nations instead of Him (29:9-16).  Although at this time Judah appears to be sleeping, in the millennium it be as though she is a ________ blossoming, the deaf __________, and the blind __________. 


30

1. Under Hezekiah, Judah put her trust in __________? (30:2)

2. What did God have Isaiah write as a testimony against Judah (30:8-12)



3. In the same way, what will Israel do with the Antichrist in the end times?


4. As a result of her rebellion in trusting Egypt instead of God, Judah would ________ like a wall, and ___________ like a jar of clay (30:13-14)



5. Nevertheless, the Lord will be _________ to her (30:18).  

6. The Lord will come and deliver his people in the day of great __________ (30:28).  

7. Once again, his destruction of _____________ foreshadows the final defeat of Judah's enemies (30:31).  Compare Rev 19:15,21



31

1. The Lord continues to admonish Judah not to trust in Egypt. The Egyptians are mere flesh and God is, well, God.  In what two ways does God picture himself defending Jerusalem (31:4-5)?

2. The end of Isa 31 pictures the people turning back to Him (6-7), the Assyrian (Sennacherib) being defeated. When Israel puts their trust in idols or a nation instead of God, God will _______ them. If they trust him (an issue of the heart) he will ______ them?

What has played out in Isaiah so far has been a series of vignettes –
Northern Israel – what happens when the nation deeply revolts against God

- a scene within a scene – Isa 1:3-5, (battered and bruised) God uses Assyria   in 9:1-10:4  - in contrast to the perfect King and His government, God judged the wicked and idolatrous northern tribes using Assyria (his rod 10:5) – he battered and bruised them yet they could not see, or understand so he kept after them as one man pounds another into the ground (9:17,21; 10:4).  God desired repentance (9:13), but Israel went on as proud blind man, taking on God.


Southern Judah – To the southern tribes he says watch, for God is with us ( 7:14 Immanuel) and will protect us (Ahaz, the virgin, the passing through of the army yet not being destroyed (8:7-8 a wake up call) – Ahaz, only trust me!  God painted several pictures for Ahaz, 1) a remnant shall return (7:3, hey Isaiah, what's your boy's name again? –  2) God is with us (7:14, 8:8,10), 3) the fists of fury (9:17,21; 10:4)

Ahaz lives to see the word of God fulfilled against the northern tribes.

What do you think God wanted from Ahaz?his trust.

Assyria – God's rod on the back of Israel – a rod is for the back of a fool (Prov 26:3)

The Branch – God's rod for blessing Israel (11:1)

The Future – an unfolding of the millennium and the Lord ruling from Jerusalem(Isa 11-12)

The Judgment of the Nations (Isa 13-23)

The Final Battle (Isa 24)

The Kingdom of God (Isa 25-27)

A return to God's lament against Israel and Judah (Isa 28-29)

Only trust Him – having witnessed the demise of the northern tribes for failing to repent and trust God, Judah finds herself encircled again by Assyria under King Hezekiah.  Just as defeat looks certain, God delivers his people miraculously(the 185k who wake up dead)

For those who didn't get it  (Isa 26-39) God pulls the curtain back and we see his marvelous deliverance unfold. We also see the sign of judgment 28:11 to the nation (tongues)

So Judah was asked to witness the carrying away of the northern 10 tribes and then their own miracle in being delivered from the Assyrians.  Yet throughout this time period they are rebellious, drunken, foolish, blind, deaf, idolatrous, and unbelieving.

32-35

32

1. 32:1-8 – A turning of the tables – Why should it need to be said that a king shall reign in righteousness? (contrast with wickedness)

2. 32:5-8 – the vile (fool) is no longer called liberal (noble) The churl (miser) is no longer called bountiful (generous) Why? (32:6)  

3. Isa 32:9-14  Although the Lord will come and judge and set things straight – humble yourself because tough times are coming.

4. Isa 32:15-20  Although judgment is coming, continue to trust in the Lord, he will come again and make things right.  Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness.

33

1. Who do you think the Woe is pronounced upon in 33:1 and then who are God's people asking for deliverance from in 33:2?

2. 33:5-16 pictures God's judgment on Assyria, and the peace within Jerusalem after their defeat. 33:8 – the Lord is exalted; 33:10, he arises to judge;
33:17-24 – the picture of peace foreshadows the millennium – they will see the King in His beauty.  What does Isaiah describe for these people in 33:20?


34

1. 34:1-2 – Who is being judged?

2. 34: 3-7 – How bad is it?

3. According to 34:6, why do you think Edom might be the only “place” singled out in the midst of this judgment?

4. 34:10-17 – 10,17 indicate that this judgment on Edom will last how long?

5. God promises that none of these judgments against humanity and Edom as the example will fail and he stakes His __________ on it. 34:16

35

1. After the vengeance of God, 35:4, comes the description of God's blessing 35:5-10.  Read this section.




36-39

You Ain't Seen Nothin' Yet

Hezekiah, Sennacherib, and the deliverance of Jerusalem

In preparation for next week, read these 3 chapters.  They represent a parenthetical aside – chapter 40 is the natural place to pick up after chapter 35, but God wants us to consider this scene once again.  Given the placement of these chapters just before the millennial reign, what future event does it bear a striking resemblance to?

It would be helpful to read the parallel passages in II Kings 18 and II Chronicles 32

36-39  Provoking God, Praying to God, Power of God

36

1. Who sends his men in to taunt Judah and how many of the outlying cities had already been conquered?


2. Whom did these men mock and what did they ask for? (36:4-8)


3. Who did the enemy say had sent him to destroy the land? (36:10)


4. Hezekiah's men asked that these men not speak in the Jew's language but rather in the Syrian tongue, so that the city would not be demoralized.  They refused and proclaimed all the louder that they should not put their trust in __________. (36:15)



5. What offer did they make the Jews? (36:16-17)


6. In showing that they were obviously stronger than God, these men compared the Lord to whom? (36:18-20)


37

1. Hezekiah tears his clothes, covers himself in sackcloth and ash and goes looking for Isaiah. Isaiah takes Hezekiah's concerns to God who says, “Be not afraid of the words that you have heard...”  What does God say he will do to the enemy? (37:6)



2. Assyria again mocks the word of the living God in a letter to Hezekiah.  Why does Hezekiah ask the Lord to save his people? (37:20)


3. In His answer to Hezekiah, God reminds the Assyrians that it was He who determined Assyria's rise to power and it was He who put fear into the hearts of the nations they conquered. Why did God say he was going to turn the Assyrian around and send him home the same way he came? (37:28-29)


4. What became of the army surrounding Jerusalem? What became of Sennacherib? (37:36-38)



38

1. Isaiah tells Hezekiah to get his affairs in order because it was time for him to die. Hezekiah prays and God answers by extending his life how many years? (38:5).  What sign did God give him that this would come to pass?


39

1. Babylonians send Hezekiah a get well card, some gifts, and then pay him a visit.  Why do think they did that? (39:1)


2. Hezekiah shows them all of his treasure.  As a result, Isaiah tells him that all of this will be carried away to __________, and that his sons will be __________ to ___________. (39:6-7).

According to Willmington’s Bible Handbook, the first 39 chapters of Isaiah constitute the failure of God’s servant Israel.  Chapters 40-66 have in view the return of Israel from exile, the coming Messiah, God’s chosen “Servant”, and the millennial kingdom.  He will succeed where Israel failed.

How Great is Our God

40  - Judah is set free
1. Having been held captive for 70 years, Judah will return home.  The picture of chapter 40 extends far beyond that of Judah’s home coming and envisions the time when all Israel will be in the land, the whole earth will see it.  To whom in the New Testament is 40:3 applied to?

2. Humanity is seen as grass or flowers that come and go quickly, but in contrast God’s word will ___________? (40:8)


3. The Lord will reward the just and the unjust and will be the good _________ to his flock (40:10-11)

There is none like You
4. According to 40:12 – how large is God’s hand?


5. God is all wise, all knowing, all powerful, completely just, creator and ruler of all. How did man in his foolishness, try to “imagine” God? (40:18-20)


6. God tells us that it is by his power that the heavens were created and are sustained.  Yet He cares for His people (40:27), and will sustain with His great power all who _____ upon the Lord (40:31).  What do you think this means?



41 – Who calls the end from the beginning… 
1. Chapter 41 sets before us the contrast between God and idols.  In 41:2 God raises up a ______? In 41:4 Gods calls the _____ from the _______. In 41:5-7 man helps man and creates an _______.  In 41:8-20 Gods raises up ________, out of Jacob and out of Abraham.  He will strength them, help them and uphold them with his right hand and cause the nations that provoked them to perish (4:11-12).

2. God sets forth a challenge to the idol worshippers in 41:21-23.  What’s the challenge?   


3. What does God say he will do? (41:25)



4. What does He say idol worshippers can do? (41:28-29)


5. Who do you think the man from the east and north is? (41:2 and 41:25) Hint: He shows up at the end of 44 and beginning of 45.
42-49
A variation on a theme(s)
Chapters 40-41 set the stage for several recurring themes throughout the following chapters.  These are the two servants (Israel and Jesus Christ), the true God vs. man’s idols, the true witness of God through Israel, prophecy, and His mighty power compared to idols that can prove and do nothing. 
42 – His Servants
1. A view to the ministry of the Messiah, the elect one.  He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles which Israel failed to do. According to 42:2-3, what would the demeanor of the Messiah be?  How can you use this as a plumb line when discerning the integrity of other ministries?



2. When God says “Behold! My servant…” in 42:1, what do you think he is asking you to do?


3. The coming Servant was foretold as a fulfillment of God’s promise to the Servant, to the nation of Israel and to the Gentiles as a light (42:6).  According to 42:7, how does God view those who have not yet come to Him?


4. In prophesying about the Servant, God is reminding us that He not only sees the _____ from the beginning, he ______ them before they spring up that we might ________ Him alone. (42:9)


5. God calls upon us to sing to Him, because like a ______ ____, like a _______ of _____, he will prevail against his enemies. (42:13)

6. God says that he will cry like a woman in _______, when he brings judgment and justice (42:14).  Why do you think he uses this particular illustration?


7. 42:18-25 contrast the deaf, dumb, and blind servant, with the servant in whom He is well pleased. They are a nation plundered, robbed, snared, imprisoned.  According to 42:24, who brought this about and why?

8. The chapter ends with Israel not laying it, or taking it to heart.  What would it mean if you repeatedly disciplined your children and they would not take it to heart?  Is that a real possibility? 

43 – His Witnesses
1. Even though Israel has been disobedient and the recipient of the Lord’s anger, he reminds them to “Fear not, for I am with you”.  (43:1, 5).  When He says of Israel, “I have loved you; Therefore I will give men for you, and people for you life”, what do you think he means? (43:3-4)



2. Just as the Lord challenged idols in chapter 41 to tell the past and the future, he now calls upon the nations (43:8-9).  A contemporary cult takes their name from this passage – but to which group of people does it really apply (43:10)? 

3. To what were they to be witnesses? (43:12)



4. Even though they are going to Babylon as captives, God will bring the Babylonians down (43:14) and bring his people home (43:16-21).  What is Israel’s reaction to God’s intervention on her behalf (43:22-24)?  

5. Even though the people of Israel have no excuse for their sin and are justifiably cursed, God says he will  _____ out their transgressions and not ________ their sins.


6. To what are we to be witnesses of today?


44 – The King, the Redeemer, the Holy One, who is like me?
1. The Lord promises his blessing and the pouring out of His Spirit on the nation’s offspring and that they would be fruitful again (44:1-5).  His proclamation to them in 44:6 is found again in what New Testament book?

2. God again reminds them that He alone is God and knows the end from the beginning and they are his witnesses on earth that theses things are true (44:7-8).  44:9-20 shows us again the utter foolishness of idolatry. In this case, the man cut down a piece of wood and then _______ half of it, _________ bread on its coals, and ___________ meat.  Having done all of that, the man wanted to _______ the wood.  

Idolatry is often described as any desire or service that you place before God in your life.  The Apostle Paul calls covetousness idolatry.  We understand that to mean fervently desiring something that we don’t have but which believe will meet our needs or desire.  Many other concepts are incorporated in idolatry such as devotion, worship, service, and trust or security, all of which are misappropriate placements of the desires of our heart.  In considering the man in Isaiah 44:9-20, what was it about the wood that you think caused his heart to commit idolatry?  What is it about his heart that caused the wood to become an idol?



3. By contrast, God does the forming of man, not vice versa (44:21).  The cry of God’s heart is that they would remember this truth and that He is their Redeemer.  Not only is He the Creator and Sustainer of all things, but He makes the simple wise and shows that those who think they are wise to be fools.  Oh, and by the way Israel, ________ will come and send you home to rebuild the _________ (44:28) because God can call the end from the beginning and he can raise up a human life, not a lifeless idol.


45 – I AM
1. Count the number is I have’s, I will’s, I etc’s you find in 45:1-13.  Is it OK for God to take control of a man like this?  When we are tempted to strive against God in the futility of our minds, we must remember the He is God and by His nature will always do what is _______.


2. According to 45:4,6 – why did God call Cyrus by name?


3. God is the source of all righteousness and salvation upon the earth.  If he were not merciful, no ____ would be saved (43:8-10)


46 – And I still AM
1. 46:1-2 picture the people __________ their idols upon their ___________.

2. 46:3-4 picture God __________ his people from the _________ to _________ age.


3. How foolish to compare God to any idol man can make.  Idols have to be hoisted and carried on the ________ (46:7), and cannot answer or ___________ out of trouble.

4. God can create a man and animate him to do his will.  He says is 46:10 the His counsel will __________ and He will do all His ____________.


5. Cyrus would be the bird of prey from the _________.  Who would be his prey?



47 – A Song of Triumph
1. Who is being judged?

2. According to 47:2, God was going to ____________ them.


3. 47:6a tells us God’s disposition towards His people and 47:6b-7 tells why God judged this kingdom.  What did they (the kingdom being judged) do to deserve this?


4. They said of themselves in 47:8 – “I shall not sit as a ________, nor shall I know the loss of ________.  But God says in one they will experience the loss of _________ and become a ___________.


5. In their day of trouble, God suggests they turn to their _____________ and ___________.  Maybe they can help! (47:12)


6. In the end, everyone would __________ away to their own place (quarter) and no one would be left to __________ them.



48

1. According to 48:1-5, why did the Lord tell Israel the future?

2. According to 48:6-8, why did He tell Israel the future?


3. In 48:9-11, why did God not wipe Israel out?


4. 48:13-14, if the host of heaven obeys when He calls, what does he expect Israel to do?  As a comparative reminder (as in this man listened to me), His “man” was coming to set them free from the ____________.


5. 48:16 – Cyrus was a type of __________, in that God called him his Shepherd and he would set Israel ______ from her captor.  Who then does verse 16 really foretell about? 


6. As a result of Cyrus’s victory, the people were told to _______ from Babylon.  They were to sing of the Lord and proclaim that He was their _________. (48:20)



The Servant and His salvation
49

1. The Lord says that his servant was called from his mother’s womb, that he had been hidden in the Lord’s hand and was a like an _____________ hidden in the quiver.

2. What does He say about His first servant, Israel? 49:3-4



3. What two things will this servant accomplish? 49:6




4. In 49:7a we see the servant is ___________.  In 49:7b we see the servant is ______________.


5. The servant would be a _____________ to the people, and He will _____________ the earth.  49:8


The nation has been comforted (49:13) but they react as one who has been forgotten.  The Lord tells them in very tender terms that this is not so.

6. The Lord compares himself to a ______________ mother  (49:15) and in his love for his children has ____________ them on the ____________ of his hands 49:16..

Chapter 49 concludes with the promises that God would cause them to prosper (49:19-20), that other nations would in turn come to them with their children and their rulers would bow at their feet. 
7. He does this so that all flesh will know that He is their __________, their ______________, the __________   _________ of Jacob.


Obey the Servant / Submit to God
50
God challenges his people to prove that their undoing was a result of him divorcing them or of him selling them off as if he were indebted to another nation.  Divorce in the OT was allowed for almost any reason, but God had continued with his unfaithful, idolatrous people for over 700 years.  Jehovah’s wife (Israel) is put away until the time of her submission and his children (Israel) have sold themselves  unto captivity just as a criminal is sentenced by a judge. 

1. How would you picture the Israel’s relationship with the Lord in 50:1-3?  Consider under what circumstances someone wears black along with sack clothe and ashes.


2. God’s Servant would be taught by the Lord himself.  What was his attitude (50:5)?


3. By contrast to Israel, what was he (the Servant) willing to endure to do the will of God (50:6)?



4. What was the Servant’s attitude toward God and towards his enemies (50:7-9)?




5. 50:10 represents 3 rhetorical questions – the answers being no one, no one, and everyone.  A choice is given to the people.  They could ________ upon the Lord (walk in his light) or they could _________ a fire and walk in its light.  Where would the latter path lead?

Listen and be comforted
51
1. Why do you think the Lord reminds those who follow after righteousness to listen to this, that Abraham and Sarah were called alone?



2. What comforts does God picture for those of 51:1? (51:3-11)




The Lord again reminds his people to fear him and take comfort in him for he is their creator and sustainer and men (his oppressors) are like the grass that dries up and blows away. He parted the sea for them, he redeemed them, and they are his people

3. In your hardest of times and even in your darkest hour, what would the Lord have you remember?




4. 51:17 pictures a nation that has _____________ the judgment of God.  There is none to comfort and they are caught like ____________ in a ______________.



5. However, please hear this.   You O Israel, whose was drunken from the judgments contained in the cup of God’s anger, has had the _______ of __________ taken from your hand and given to those who ___________ you. (51:21-23)


What have I here?
The Lord again proclaims the redemption of His people. They sold themselves for nothing (it was in their disobedience and turning to idols that they hope to gain, but in the end they taken are away captive). 

America has become a debtor nation – China being the largest shareholder.  Where do you see America ending up if God does not intervene on her behalf?
52
1. Snapshot 1:  Jerusalem is set free and arrayed as royalty.  What other image do you see of her in 52:1?

2. Snapshot 2:  God’s people were heavily oppressed by their captors and as a result His name was lied about (52: 5).  As a result, God says he will  _________ the record ___________.

3. Snapshot 3: Good news! They are going to be set free!  The Lord says _________! __________!  From where?

4. Snapshot 4: God’s reveals even further His coming Servant and His ultimate salvation.  Just as the world gawked at Judah in her rebellion, captivity, release, and return so they will be astonished by His Servant.  Why do you think, as 52:14 indicates, that his visage (appearance) was marred more then any man’s?  What does this passage imply the Servant must do to accomplish the sprinkling many nations?


The Savior imprinted in God’s word for us – the just for the unjust, the holy for the unholy
53
1. How would you describe a coming redeemer for all mankind?  What would he look like, how privileged would he be and how important would it be that his fame and image be looked up to?


2. Why was the testimony about Christ not believed? (53:1-3) How did the nation react?


3. Describe what He did and how the people reacted (53:4-89)



4. Why does Isaiah say it pleased the Lord to bruise the Servant?



5. Explain what 53:11 means





6. What does God promise Him in 53:12?  Who are the strong?




7. How many prophecies are there about Christ in this passage?



8. As you read through Isaiah 53 – who did the work for our salvation?   According your explanation of 53:11, how complete is this salvation?  According to Isaiah 53, where is your part in salvation described?  How do you think the Lord expects you to react to this passage?
54
Israel will flourish

1. Isaiah calls upon barren Israel to sing.  Why does he refer to her as barren?  What is the reason for the enlarging of her tents?




2. In Isaiah 50 we saw the nation turning its back on the Lord.  The result was a separation between Jehovah and his wife (Israel). God calls to her again (54:6-7) promising mercy and everlasting kindness.  God swears by his holy name (v.9) that just as he will not destroy the earth by water again and that when he brings Israel forth by mercy, he will never be ________ with her again.  He promises that his _________ will not depart neither will the ___________ of his peace be removed.


3. Where else in the Bible (chapter and verse) do we see the description of Israel in 54:11-12?


4. According to 54:17, what will happen to those who oppose Israel?  When will this occur?





55
The offer

1. In 55:1, what do the waters, the wine and the milk represent?  What does it cost?



2. How were the people trying to get it (v.2)?



3. The Lord asks us in 55:2-3 to listen diligently.  He says it twice so it must be very important.  Jesus would have said verily, verily – or truly, truly I say unto you.  What example does he point to in 55:3?  Describe this covenant including all the things promised and to whom (see 2 Samuel 7:4-17).







4. Why do you think David is given as a witness for those who understand and receive God’s promise in 54:1-2? In answering, consider the requirements given to David in 2 Samuel, his sins in 2 Samuel 11, the Law’s demands upon him (Lev 20:10, Lev 24:17), and the Apostle Paul’s use of him as an illustration in Romans 4:6-8.







5. Although 55:5 speaks of a time when all nations will run to Israel because God accomplishes all He says He will towards them (they are ultimately glorified before the entire world), a personal response is required of everyone (v.6).  Just to be clear, to what kind of people is the offer made in verse 7?



6. What is the Lord referring to in verses 8-11 (be sure and consider the context i.e. the main topic being addressed of 1-7 before deciding)?





56
 Blessing and Rebuke
1. God commands Israel to keep judgment and do justice both now and during the Millennium. He also promises blessing to those who do. Why do you think they are being reminded of the necessity of maintaining a good testimony?



2. According to 56:4-8 who will be blessed in the coming kingdom?




3. Research those mentioned in 56:5.  Why would this blessing be important to them? (Deut. 23:1)


56:9-12 reveals the hearts of the nation’s leaders.  

4. What terms are used to describe them and what were they most concerned with?



57
Who’s paying attention?  Does God really see how a nation acts?
The nation of Israel is living in excess, indifference, idolatry, and immorality.  But God is willing to draw near and be gracious to those will humble themselves and trust in him.

1. Verses 1-2 come on the heels of chapter 56.  It is their attitude (56:9-12) which is being described.  What insight do these verses provide regarding the world (including the religious) and its attitude towards righteousness?


2. Describe the picture presented in 57:3-5




3. As you read 56:6-9 – whom where they worshipping and what exactly is it they are doing with the king?




4. According to56:15 – who does God dwell with?



5. Who does God say he will heal (56:17-18)?


6. Who is this offer extended to?




7. In the end, what will the wicked have

58
What’s wrong Lord?
Compare the false fasting and motives of Israel to God’s true fasting and motives
1. Read 58:1-4.  Read Luke 18:11-12.  What’s wrong here?




2. Read 58:6-7.  What’s right here?




3. Read 58:8-14.  List the blessings the Lord says are for those who follow after and seek to obey Him.


59
In describing the sin and the condition of Israel, the Lord let’s them know right out of the gate that He can save them.


1. Try and describe the thoughts, actions, and desires of the person (nation of Israel) described in 59:2-8







2. What has their sin done with respect to their relationship with God?




3. How does Isaiah characterize the nation in 59:9-11?




4. What do the people confess to? (59:12-13)




5. 59:14 describes an interesting consequence for a nation that rebels against God.  What do you think it means and has it become a reality in the U.S.?




6. Describe the big picture in 59:16-20.  If you can, study the Hebrew word (gaal, pronounced gaw al, or goel) translated Redeemer.  Can you think of one implication that this word requires be true of the Redeemer?




7. The promise/covenant of verse 21 is to the seed of the Messiah.  Who are they and what is this covenant guaranteeing?

60
The millennial kingdom is a time when the Israel takes center stage before the whole world in the plan of God.  


1. According to 60:1-2, what will be the condition of the world before the Lord’s return?


2. What do verses 3, 10, 11, and 14 picture?




3. What do verses 2, 7, 9, 13 say that God will do to Israel?




4. Where in the New Testament do 60:19-20 appear?




5. When you consider what you’ve seen happening in this chapter, along with verses 5, 6, 8, and 9 – what is happening with all the nations of the world during this time?

Isaiah 61
In Him was life…
1. Jesus quoted this passage, Isaiah 61:1-2a, in Luke 4:18-19.  Who was it that bore witness to the Spirit of God coming upon Jesus?  Who also asked Jesus if he was the one or if they should look for another?


2. When you consider that Jesus was sent to preach good news to the poor (meek), how did he treat those who were repentant?  Read John 8:1-11, how would you describe Jesus treatment of this woman?    Read also John 4:4-26.  What did Jesus do for this woman?





3. Read Matthew 23:12-35.  How did he view the self-righteous – those who are unrepentant because they will not turn their minds to accept the truth of God about themselves?



4. Review Luke 7:19-22.  How did Jesus answer the question posed in 7:19?   If he answered this man in this manner, how do you think he expects us to seek answers cf. Isaiah 35:5-6



5. Why do you think Jesus stopped in the middle of Isaiah 61:2?


6. Based on your answer to #5, what does the rest of verse 2 indicate regarding God’s plans?



7. In a word, 61:3-9 describes  the _____________ kingdom.

8. Isaiah 61:11 describes a budding garden that springs forth.  In the context of 61:10-11, what is springing forth that He wants the world to behold?




Isaiah 62
The Delightful Bride
Isaiah 62 represents a continuation of the thought that finishes chapter 61.  God is saying that he will make good on his word; and the entire world will see – Israel will be his delight.

1. As you read 62:1-7, there is a sense of restlessness being portrayed. You see this in verse 1, 6 and 7. God is restless for a few things and he asks us to be restless concerning something as well.  62:1 shows that He is restless for what?  

2. 62:4-5 indicate two additional things God is restless for.  What are they?




3. 62:6-7 picture how He wants us to be restless. How would you describe the picture?


4. The Lord tells us the he has sworn something by His right hand and by his strength.  As a New Testament believer, when you hear the expression “his right hand”, what or who comes to mind?


5. What exactly is He swearing to do?


6. According to 62:11 – who will make the fulfillment of this promise known?



7. Isaiah finishes this chapter by echoing the desire of God’s heart.  He has said over and over again in Isaiah that his ultimate desire for Israel shall be fulfilled.  To put this in context, how disrupted, demoralized and rejected do you think God’s remnant felt during the ministry of Isaiah? Think back regarding the fate of the northern tribes, the attack on Judah during the reign of Ahaz and how this wicked king promoted every god under the sun hoping to find a way to survive instead of trusting the Lord and the prophecies regarding the coming Babylonian captivity.

Isaiah 63

The Divine Warrior Arrives

1. As you read the Isaiah 63:1-6, who is the warrior and what event do you see being portrayed?  Are there any New Testament passages that support your point of view?




2. In the warrior’s answer to verse 2, what is he doing (what task does he liken his actions to)?



3. What is your reaction to the anger of the warrior?  Are the people facing this anger aware of who this is?





4. Based on your answer to question #1, what event is occurring in 63:4b?




5. 63:7-19 represent a shift in focus.  The prophet reviews the beginnings of the Lord’s relationship with Israel.  Why does Isaiah consider that their relationship is based on the Lord’s mercies and multitude of his lovingkindnesses (63:7)? 





6. It’s worth noting for future OT studies that Isaiah describes the Lord as their Savior and as the Angel of his Presence.  Israel’s problem, rebellion and the Lord’s dealing with them is summed up in 63:10.  




7. As chapter 63 began with the Lord asking who He is, Isaiah now asks questions about His whereabouts. Isaiah then asks concerning His zeal and mercy towards himself.  Isaiah acknowledges that God is their father and redeemer, the eternal one. What final questions does the prophet ask of the Lord?  What do think was on his mind?










Isaiah 64
the questions continue…

1. Isaiah calls on God (64:1-3) asking that he would reveal himself again like he did at Mt. Sinai when the people couldn’t touch the mountain lest they die and when Moses came down with the Ten Commandments and they were unable to look upon his face.  Did God answer this prayer?



2. The prophet knows God and understands that He has wonderful things in store for those who follow him. But the people had a problem – in what ways does Isaiah describe their situation (64:5-7)?




3. He cries out for mercy (64:8-12) acknowledging that the Lord is the potter and they are they clay.  He recounts their destruction and asks if the Lord is ever going to quit chastising them. With your understanding of their immediate future, how is Isaiah’s question answered?





Isaiah 65

God answers


1. In chapter 63 Isaiah asked where the God of Israel had gone. What is the irony God answers Isaiah with in 65:1?






2. According to 65:2, how willing is the Lord to receive the people of Israel?


3. What are some of the sins of the people God recounts in 65:3-7?




4. What does the Lord promise not to do (65:8-9) to these people?



5. Describe the contrast God strikes between these people and those who choose to believe and serve Him (65:10-16).




Isaiah 66

1. The nation could not build a temple that could contain God, or be worthy of His glory.  According to 66:2 where did He want to make His place of rest, and where He could be worshipped in spirit and in truth?




2. The people made much of their ritualistic worship of God at the temple.  How did God see it (66:3)?




3. God would allow those who worshipped in hypocrisy to remain deluded.  Then as now, the true worshippers are hated by the false.  He says that He will appear at the temple to the _________ of those who tremble at His word.  The false believers would be ______________.  66:4-6



4. What event do you think 66:7-9 refers to? Compare Zech 12:10, Romans 11:26




5. 66:10-14 describe the coming millennial age when the nation of Israel will be comforted like a nursing child, carried along the side of his mother and bounced in delight up her knees.    66:15-17 say that such good times are not in store for God’s enemies.  In 66:15 He will come with _____, He will render His anger with ________, and in v16 the slain of the Lord will be ________.


6. Isaiah closes with a vivid picture in contrasts.  What contrasts do you see in the picture portrayed in 66:23-24?
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